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Chailly owned by M. de Squiddy; there he met
Villars, Charost and Stanislas Leczinski; his good-
humour and delightful manners charmed the old
king of Poland. However Peira, the queen's doctor,
forbade all marital intercourse for several months;
he feared excess of fatigue and advised a temporary
separation. Louis XV's advisers revolted against
such orders. To leave a lusty and ardent young
man without his wife seemed a dangerous thing.
Fleury overruling Peira* s -warning advised bringing
the queen to Fontainebleau; although he had no
doubts about the virtue of his former pupil, he
thought it unwise to tempt him.

Truly there was no lack of temptations in this
Versailles peopled with ravishing and willing
beauties. Since 1725 how many young and far
from timid nymphs had tried without success to
win the heart and beguile the senses of the monarch!
how many tricks and wiles had gone for nothing,
how many enticing glances and allurements had
met with coldness and severity!

One day when the Due de Bethune was with the
Marshal de Villars, Louis XV and Peze, the latter
said to him: "If you found yourself with Mme de
Gontaut and she was ready to give you everything,
you would not be tempted?" Bethune, a very
devout man, replied: "I should run away." And
the king thoroughly approved of his resolution.

There was nothing narrow-minded nor prudish
about this discreet, sensible ruler whose virtues
were so like his father's; he was by no means
averse from spicy tales, love stories and broad